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What does the 
Ordinance Say?  

-It does not require the retrofit of any 
Building nor the submission of permitable 
plans 

 

-It does require a detailed seismic 
engineering evaluation report based on 
2003 IEBC prepared by a registered 
structural or civil engineer (19.39.070)  

 

 



What is the Required 
Evaluation Report?  

-This engineering report must be 
completed for buildings that receive notice 
from the City of Berkeley 

 

-The Framework is a guideline delineating 
the standards for the report  

 

 

 



When is the Report 
Due?  

-The deadline for submittal is 2 years after 
notification by the City of Berkeley  

 

-Some other triggers may apply such as: 

 

        Sale of the Building 

 

        Remodel, Alteration or Structural      

        Repairs Valued at $75,000 or more 
 

 



What is done with the 
Report?  
 
 
-The engineering report will be 
submitted to the City along with a fee 
(currently $504) for review and 
potential comment ï Follow the 
Framework to minimize comments 
 
-Used to evaluate the risks to the city 
and its inhabitants and to determine 
the feasibility of programs to address 
the vulnerabilities. 
 



Applicability  
  
Å All existing wood frame multi -unit 
residential buildings, as defined by the City 
of Berkeley zoning ordinance that contain 
five or more dwelling units  

and 

Å Were designed under a building permit 
applied for before the adoption of the 
1997 UBC 

whereé 



Applicability  

Å The ground floor, whether itself constructed of 
wood or other materials, of the wood framed 
structure contains a space that causes Soft, 
Weak, or Open Front Wall Lines and there exists 
one or more level above 

or 

Å The walls of any story or basement of wood 
construction are laterally braced with 
Nonconforming Structural Materials as defined in 
IEBC Chapter A4 and there exists two or more 
levels above 



Applicability  

Å Soft Wall Line ï may be defined as a wall 
line in a story where the story stiffness is 
less than 70 percent of the story above for 
the direction under consideration. 



Removal From 
Inventory  

Section 19.39.050 C and D outline the procedure for 
having a building removed from the Inventory.  Some 
supporting information must accompany all requests for 
removal in order to be fairly evaluated.  Complete 
compliance with the below framework is not required for 
a removal request.  However, the request should contain 
the information requested in parts 1.1 and 1.2, a 
description of the structureôs vertical and lateral 
systems, as well as a statement of reason for removal.  
Additional information may be requested by the Building 
Official  



Removal From 
Inventory  

Per the Berkeley Municipal Code section 19.39.050.C 
 

Appeal to the Building Official by submitting information to show that 
either:  

 

 1) the buildingôs ground floor is not soft, weak, or open as 
 defined by the applicable standard. 

or 

 2) the building has been substantially reconstructed in 
 accordance with the 1997 or later UBC. 

or 

 3) the building has been retrofitted in compliance with 
 Article 11 of the current Berkeley Building Code or the IEBC. 

 


